
Student of the Month  

Students arrived at 
Chemawa in early Septem-
ber.  Tired from travel 
with smiles of excitement 
and nervousness, they 
were greeted with a Wel-
come on the bus and as-
signed a dorm based on 
age and grade. Chemawa 
has 8 dormitories that can 
house up to 50 students in 
each.  When students ar-
rive and are assigned a 
dorm, they often don’t 
know who their room-

mates are 
or where 
they 
come 
from.  
 Dorm Days 
in an oppor-
tunity for 
each of the 
dorms to go 
out on the 

Challenge Course and get to 
know each other, develop 
trust and learn to communi-

cate in a safe and 
healthy way.  By 
learning more 
about each other 
students find that 
their lives in the 
dorms can be more 
fun and getting to 
know different 
people from differ-

ent tribes is just one awe-
some thing about attending 
Chemawa.  For many stu-
dents coming to Chemawa 
can be a scary time in their 
lives.  Dorm Days is the first 
opportunity for students to 
laugh, play and grow together 
as a Chemawa family.  Dorm 
life can be challenging and 
Dorm Days is just one of 
many activities Chemawa 
staff provide to encourage 
building community and 
learning to work and live to-
gether.   
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Students from McBride 2 Hallway hold the rope for support. (Photo above) Pho-

to Left Sunny Pratt (Gila River) smiles at the top. Below dorm staff encourage a 

students success and pictures right a hawk greats a climbing student.  

Dorm Days Return to Chemawa to Promote Community.  

Two healing totem poles arrived at Chemawa from Lummi.  

The house of Tears carvers , the Lummi tribal council and 

the Siletz tribal council all helped make these beautiful 

gifts to Chemawa.  Thank you to everyone who supported 

their journey to the Chemawa campus.  

Healing Totems Arrive  

Each month Chemawa students 
are awarded Student of the 
Month certificates. These stu-
dents get to go to dinner and a 
movie with a friend. A monthly 
focus such as Be Healthy for Sep-
tember and Be Respectful for 
October help guide staff in their 
nominations of students.  
September Student of the Month 
Enean Bitsinni (Navajo) 

Darwin Belding (Pit River Tribe) 

Fabian Morales (Santa Rosa) 
Brayden Kinney (White Mountain Apache) 

Christian White Owl (Assiniboine & Sioux) 

Kimimila Webster-Thunder (Oglala 

Sioux) 

October Student of the Month 
William Rides Horse (Crow) 

Dwayne Silas (Hopi) 

Ty Lilly (Hopi) 
Nawakima Poola  (Hopi) 

Jewel Gallagher (Blackfeet) 

Tracy Lussier  (Chippewa) 

Marya Majenty (Hualapai) 

Alexandria Jenkins (Arapahoe) 

D'Alan Joseph (Alaskan Native) 

Koreen Lopez  (Gila River) 

Tianna Ambrosio-Castro (Alaskan Native) 

Damian Johnson (Chippewa) 

Enean Bitsinni (Navajo) 

John Goode  (San Carlos Apache) 

Ryan Weir (Seneca) 

                 Congratulations  



Monday October 29th Chemawa 
held its 2nd Annual Chemawa 
Ambassador Pageant formerly 
known as Miss Chemawa.  Two 
contestants participated in the 
contest which consists of many 
requirements.  Students Sunny 
Pratt (Gila River) and Yoiwmana 
Pooyouma (Salt River Pima-

Maricopa) participated in the 
contest.  Each contestant gave a 
speech and participate in the 
talent portion of the pageant, 
followed by interviews with the 

judges. Prior to crowning the 
new Chemawa Ambassador, 
each contestant must be 
willing to participating in 
grand entry at the Veterans 
Day Powwow which was held 
on Nov 10th at Moccasin 
square garden.  Carlos Calica 
(Warm Springs) was the Veter-
ans day Powwow MC this 
year. Chemawa honored the 
Veterans during grand entry 
while many dancers and 
singers enjoyed. 

Chemawa Cultural Ambassador  

Warner Austin 
is a household 
name in the 
Chemawa 
Community.  
In 2017 Warn-
er had to sud-
denly retire 
from Chema-
wa for medical 
reasons.  Stu-
dents of 
Warner's hon-
ored him at 
the Nov 10th 
Powwow by 
singing the 
songs he taught them.  His wife, 
son and granddaughter were all 
present and many former students 
were on campus to help honor 
Warner.  Warner helped many stu-
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dents with 
homesickness, 
cheering them 
up with a story 
or a joke.  He 
would pray and 
smudge with 
them and let 
them know that 
they will “be ok”  
His love, wisdom 
and teachings 
will continue on 
with those that 
learned from 
him, healed with 
him, prayed and 

sang at the drum.  The Chema-
wa community wishes healing 
to Warner and his family.  You 
are in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

Volunteers for the Daughters of the 
American Revolution came to support 
Chemawa’s Veterans Day Powwow.  The 
D.A.R  supports Chemawa students in a 
variety of ways across campus. These 
volunteers have acquired many dona-
tions for the new Clothing Closet on 
campus, operated by residential social 
worker Nadine Tallbull-Blackman 
(Northern Cheyenne)  With many students 
in need of gently used and brand new 
clothing the clothing racks never stay 
full. Thank you for the support D.A.R. 

Honoring Warner Austin 
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D.A.R Spotlight 

This year is off to a fantastic start 
for the Chemawa ACT Prep courses. 
Last year Chemawa piloted an ACT 
Preparatory program during the 
school day. This program is facili-
tated through a contract with Syl-
van Learning Centers and 45 stu-
dents went through the program 
last year with an average increase 
in ACT scores of 2-3 points. This 
year the program expanded and all 
Juniors are required take the 
course as a graduation require-
ment. ACT Prep is now offered two 
periods per day during 2nd and 3rd 
trimester. In addition, Chemawa 
was gifted with 10 scholarships for 
motivated Junior students to take 
an additional ACT Preparatory 
course through the Winward Acad-
emy. With the additional supports 
student results  should see an in-
crease after the Feb 7th test. Good 
luck and study hard Juniors.   

ACT Prep  



Chemawa Support Services Strive for more opportunities for students  

 Braves & Lady Braves Athletics  
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Cross Country Junior Varsity Volleyball 

Braves Football 2018 

Varsity Volleyball  

Football Awards 

All Conference Selections 
Edelio Chavez (Siletz)-2nd Team Offensive Line 
Elijah Kakaruk-Ambrosio (Alaskan) -2nd Team Wide Receiver 
Ethan Williams (Gila River)- Honorable Mention Line Backer 
Jayden Tillman (Shoshone)- 2nd Team Defensive Back 

Team Awards 
Rookie of the Year:  Layne Cadatte (Standing Rock Sioux) 
Offensive Line of the Year: Edelio Chavez (Siletz) 
Offensive Back of the Year: Ethan Williams (Gila River) 
Defensive Line of the Year: Elijah Brooks (Oglala Sioux) 
Defensive Line of the Year: Damian Johnson (Chippewa) 
Defensive Back of the Year: Jayden Tillman (Shoshone) 
Team MVP: Elijah Kakaruk-Ambrosio (Alaskan Native) 

Volleyball Awards  

MVP: Alex Howard  
(Shoshone-Paiute) 

Coaches Award:  Angel Jackson 
(San Carlos Apache) 

Most Improved:  Sasha Riddle 
(Klamath) 

Server Award:  
Noshaw Watahomigie-Powsey 

(Hualapai) 

Cross Country  

XCountry had a great season with 

many Braves going to State.  

Clement After Buffalo (Blackfeet)  

Isaac Corn (Menominee) 

Austin After Buffalo (Blackfeet) 

Ryan Weir (Seneca) 

Davey Hogan (Tohono O’odham) 

 Devonte Beach (White Mountain Apache) 

Jaxon Lodgepole (Shoshone-Paiute)

Chemawa support services include two school 

counselors, two social workers and one special 

education counselor. This year Chemawa has 

strived to offer more support opportunities for 

students. This process starts with 100% of 

students being screened through the Chema-

wa Behavioral Health Center at I.H.S near the 

school campus. Students are offered an oppor-

tunity to meet with a counselor individually 

and/or participate in a music or art group 

which takes place during the academic day. In 

the evenings and on the weekends there are 

two social workers and one counselor on duty 

to provide groups and individual support.  

Many students take advantage of groups and 

check-in in with a support staff.   

Groups this year have included  arts and crafts, 

sewing, talking circles, recreational therapy, 

canine therapy, physical fitness therapy, sweat 

lodge, meditation and relaxation and a writing 

group. The support staff strive to build rela-

tionships with students and make them feel 

welcomed, important and heard in a hope that 

students will feel comfortable speaking with 

one of us about the troubles and conflicts in 

their lives.    

Support Services Case Load  

Social Worker Shannon Wilhelm  
Dorms: McBride 1, Brewer 1, Winona 1                                

Social Worker Nadine Tallbull-Blackman  
Dorms: McNary 1, Winona 2                                          

Residential Counselor Niky Poole 

Dorms: McBride 2, Brewer 2, McNary 2            

Academic Counselor: Coleen Ruiz        

Special Education: Rob Alvarez       

Please contact us if you have concerns.  



Chemawa Indian School  

3700 N Chemawa RD  

Salem OR 97303 

We had a great start to the 2018-2019 school-year 
and have welcomed students from more than  73 
tribal nations and 24 states. We celebrate these 
differences as we learn more about each other while 
working together as ONE CHEMAWA!  Our staff con-
tinue to work diligently to better serve our stu-
dents.  In addition to programmatic changes made 
this year to improve student supports, staff is also 
providing more opportunities for student engage-
ment and success. Some of these new opportunities 
include Tribal Government, Culturally focused Wood 
Shop, Native American Literature, the reestablish-

ment of Peer Court and more. Please follow us on Facebook to keep up with 
campus news and share the great things happening on our campus!  On Novem-
ber 6th our students were able to personally meet and thank many veterans 
from WWII to the present as they shared their stories at our Veteran Living His-
tory Day. Veterans, thank you for your service! 

We hope each of you and our students have a wonderful holiday season and 
look forward to students returning safely to us on January 6,  2019.  

 

A note from School Supervisor Lora Braucher  

Follow us on Facebook 
@chemawaindianschool  

  Twitter@chemawaindianhs  

 

www.chemawa.bie.edu 

Want to join the mailing list? 

Send an email to  

nicole.poole@bie.edu  

Or call 1-503-399-5721 X 1297  

Go Braves!  


